[Management of aortic valvular heart disease according to the 2012 guidelines].
In 2012, the European Society of Cardiology (ESC) published an updated version of its guidelines on the management of valvular heart disease. Novelties include the use of advanced techniques for risk stratification and prognostic evaluation, such as stress and 3D echocardiography as well as measurement of left ventricular strain by speckle tracking. Equally important is the inclusion of percutaneous valve replacement or repair procedures, reflecting their ever-increasing use in clinical practice. Finally, the importance of a multidisciplinary approach to valvular heart disease, with collaboration of multiple specialities in a heart team has been put forward. We discuss practical aspects of the diagnostic and therapeutic approach to aortic valvular disease, including an outline of the surgical indications according to the ESC guidelines.